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Corporation for Public Broadcasting: Station Activities Survey 
Question 6:  Telling Public Radio’s Story 
February 4, 2015 

 
1. Describe your overall approach to address identified community issues, needs and interest 

through your station’s vital local service, such as multiplatform long and short-form content, 
digital and in-person engagement, education services, community information, partnership 
support and other activities and audience you reach or new audiences your engaged. 
 

In 2014, KGOU continued to employ a range of efforts to serve the Oklahoma citizenry with 
news, information and entertainment in various delivery platforms.  KGOU serves about 30 
percent of the Oklahoma population with 4 transmitters, 3 translators. KGOU operates 24 hours 
per day, 365 days per year.  
 
The digital service is at www.kgou.org where there is audio streaming of the broadcast signal 
and digital stories with archived audio of the local reports. The internet audio stream of KGOU 
broadcast signal is also distributed on iTunes and several other “apps” for the convenience of 
listeners. KGOU also has three Facebook pages for specialized audiences and two twitter 
accounts.  
 
By the end of 2014, KGOU had 13 full time staff positions, 11 of whom work only for KGOU, and 
2 who are part of the StateImpact Oklahoma project (see below).  KGOU also employs 3-4 
students each semester and has 3-10 students earning class credit each semester. 
 
KGOU’s local news effort concentrates on public policy issues and governmental affairs, 
occasional coverage of arts and culture, a robust community events service, and entertainment 
not available elsewhere.  Locally produced programs include: 

 Local news headlines, traffic and weather Monday through Friday, 6am-9am, 11:30am-
1:30pm, and 3:30pm-6:30pm. 

 Oklahoma In-Depth:  a 4 minute news feature on one local topic that is broadcast twice 
between 6am-9am, once 11:30am-1:30pm, and twice 3:30pm-6:30pm.  Regular 
features include 

 Local news story by the KGOU staff. 

 OneSix8: an overview of community events focusing on the coming weekend and 
beyond. 

 StateImpact Oklahoma: (see below) 

http://www.kgou.org/
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 Oklahoma Tornado Project: (see below) 

 Oklahoma Voices: Mondays, 11am-12noon, featuring locally produced interviews or 
panel discussions, or recordings of speeches or panel discussion held by governmental 
or non-partisan organizations, or repeat broadcasts of local public affairs programs from 
the Oklahoma Educational Television Authority. 

 World Views: Fridays, 4pm-4:30pm, repeated 6:30pm-7pm.  Organized and hosted by 
Dean Suzette Grillot of the OU College of International Studies, the program is recorded 
and edited by KGOU staff.  The program often features OU faculty or staff but focuses 
on guests to the OU campus with expertise in some area of international activity. 

 Indian Times: Saturdays from 6:01pm-6:06pm, repeated on Sundays at the same time, a 
5 minute feature of interviews and other information regarding people, events and/or 
issues from the Native American communities in Oklahoma. 

 Community Calendars: a 1 minute feature that airs about 20 times per day, about once 
an hour weekdays, and 16 times a day on weekends that announces 2-3 community 
events or services from the non-profit sector. Over the course of a year KGOU will air 
nearly 6,000 announcements or nearly 100 hours.    

 Weekend Blues: Saturdays, 1pm-5pm, Sundays 1pm-4pm, featuring Blues, downhome 
Soul, classic R&B, and "roots"-inspired Rock n' Roll, with a strong commitment to 
Oklahoma's musicians, independent and lesser-known artists. 

 Global Jazz Wire: Saturdays, 8pm-10pm, featuring popular music from all corners of the 
world, primarily African and South American artists, with a generous helping of reggae 
and the occasional Eastern or Celtic artist. 

 Assignment Radio: 5 thirty or sixty-minute episodes per semester, depending on class 
size, this program is KGOU's student-produced public affairs program with students 
enrolled in JMC 3653:01. 

 
KGOU continued in-person engagement on behalf of KGOU, the Oklahoma Tornado Project and 
StateImpact Oklahoma.  In 2014, KGOU sponsored a visit by Krista Tippet, host of “On Being,” 
on April 8, 2014 at the Mayflower Congregational Church in Oklahoma City to a packed house. 
Her presentation was recorded and later broadcast. KGOU also presented a live broadcast of 
the public radio program, “Whad’Ya Know?” from Oklahoma City on October 25, 2014, to a 
packed house. 
 
StateImpact Oklahoma held one significant community event on April 30, 2014 with a panel 
discussion on the question of preparedness for the impact of climate change on Oklahoma. This 
hour was recorded and later broadcast and distributed digitally. 
  
The first of several engagement events for the Oklahoma Tornado Project was held on March 
11, 2014 to discuss severe storm and tornado preparedness. This too was recorded and later 
broadcast and distributed digitally. The Oklahoma Tornado project also hosted a reception on 
May 6, 2014 and a month-long photography exhibit of listener submitted photographs of the 
May 20, 2013 tornados and aftermath. The exhibit was curated on behalf of KGOU by the 
Oklahoma Contemporary Arts Center. 
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Other community events included a recording project with Norman’s McKinley Elementary 
School on February 10, 2014, a cub scout tour on March 11, a presentation to the Oklahoma 
City Unitarian Universalist Church on August 3, answering telephones for the OETA fall 
membership drive on August 17. 

 
2. Describe key initiatives and the variety of partners with whom you collaborated, including 

other public media outlets, community non-profits, government agencies, educational 
institutions, the business community, teachers and parents.  This will illustrate the many 
ways you’re connected across the community and engaged with other important 
organizations in the area. 
 

KGOU has engaged in a variety of collaborations and partnerships in Oklahoma. 
 
Oklahoma Public Media Exchange: in 2012, the public radio and television stations in 
Oklahoma formally established a consortium between the licensees to establish projects that 
benefited members.  The first project, “StateImpact Oklahoma” began in 2012 and continues to 
this day.  The consortium meets quarterly to share information. One benefit is increased 
communication among the licensee news directors and the start of a division of labor on 
reporting on legislative sessions and election coverage, with each station sharing their work 
with the others.   
 
StateImpact Oklahoma:   
 
KGOU continued as the lead station in a consortium of four Oklahoma public radio stations for 
StateImpact Oklahoma.  The four stations are solely responsible for the support to maintain 
two reporters who feed the partners with both broadcast and digital content on a daily basis. 
The focus is “Economy, Energy, Natural Resources: Policy to People.”  The web site is 
www.stateimpact.npr.org/Oklahoma where the digital stories and archived audio of the 
broadcast stories are housed. StateImpact Oklahoma also maintains a Facebook page and 
twitter account. 
 
Over the course of 2014, StateImpact Oklahoma created 215 web stories, of which 50 were also 
broadcast stories. Each of the web and broadcast stories are available for the partner stations 
to use. StateImpact also hosted a public forum on April 30, 2014 on the topic of preparedness 
for climate change in Oklahoma; the forum was recorded and subsequently broadcast. 
  
StateImpact Oklahoma has reported the increase in the number of earthquakes in Oklahoma 
and the relationship with horizontal drilling (fracking), and the SIO web site has a topic page 
with background information and all the stories created on this topic. As the public has become 
more concerned about disposal well induced earthquakes, SIO has continued significant 
coverage.  SIO has also tracked developments in the ongoing drought striking significant 
portions of western Oklahoma and explored water policy development on the state level and 
for many small towns. 

http://www.stateimpact.npr.org/Oklahoma
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Ahead of the Storm -- The Oklahoma Tornado Project.  
 
As a result of a deadly month of tornadoes in Oklahoma in May of 2013, KGOU was the 
recipient of a grant from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting to provide both broadcast and 
digital coverage of the recovery efforts and preparations for the next season of storms.  The 
broadcast and digital content of “The Oklahoma Tornado Project” is offered to other stations at 
no cost.   The web site is www.tornado.kgou.org where the digital stories and archived audio of 
the broadcast stories are housed. This project continued over 13 months, from about 
September 1, 2013 through September 30, 2014. The project resulted in: 
 

 Broadcast stories and web stories: 53 

 One hour broadcast specials: 2 

 Web data stories: 8 

 Web stories: 10 

 Web photos: 89 

 Public Engagement Events: 2 public forums and a photography exhibit honoring the one-
year anniversary of the tornados. 

 
The now completed Oklahoma Tornado Project maintained a web page, a Facebook page and a 
twitter account. 
 
Collaboration with Oklahoma Watch: KGOU and, as they choose, the partners of the Oklahoma 
Public Media Exchange, are collaborating with Oklahoma Watch, an independent non-profit 
journalism site. KGOU regularly posts Oklahoma Watch stories on the KGOU web site with 
attribution. KGOU conducts two-way interviews with Oklahoma Watch journalists as some of 
their major stories have been released and this audio interview is shared with OPME stations. 
OPME partners collaborate on Oklahoma Watch public events.  
 
KGOU recorded, produced, shared with partners and aired the Oklahoma Watch-Out public 
panel discussion on public education issues in Oklahoma City on March 6, 2014, again on 
September 30, 2014. Each time KGOU provided audio for the live audience as well as recorded 
and later broadcast the program. 
 
In 2014, as part of the Oklahoma Tornado Project, KGOU partnered with Oklahoma Watch to 
produce 8 in-depth data-based stories for digital presentation and 8 related broadcast stories. 
The stories focused on the receipt of federal monies in several categories for different types of 
recovery and disaster prevention for Oklahoma’s severe weather. 
 
Collaboration with Jazz in June, Inc.: this local non-profit organization produces three, free 
festival-style concerts each year, featuring local, regional and national jazz and blues artists.  
KGOU has representatives on the board of directors, and through an agreement, records and 
broadcasts the concerts.  These recordings are offered nationwide through PRX.  

http://www.tornado.kgou.org/
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Collaboration with the OU College of International Studies: KGOU partners with this college to 
produce “World Views,” a weekly 30-minute program featuring analysis of recent events and an 
interview with a person with international information.  The college provides access to several 
well-recognized faculty, particularly with regard to the Middle East and elsewhere.  Guests with 
international expertise or experiences who are visiting Oklahoma are invited for interviews.  
KGOU produces the broadcast and related digital stories.  
 
Collaboration with the OU Gaylord College of Journalism and Mass Communication:  

In calendar year 2014, KGOU employed three or four students each semester to work a 
variety of on-air and off-air jobs. KGOU also is the site for two classes from the College: a 
practicum course that had four students over the two semesters, and a radio news course that 
had eight students over the two semesters. 

 
3. What impact did your key initiatives and partnerships have in your community.  Describe any 

known measurable impact, such as increased awareness, learning or understanding about 
particular issues.  Describe indicates of success, such as connecting people to needed 
resources, or strengthening conversational ties across diverse neighborhoods.  Did a partner 
see an increase in requests for related resources? Please include direct feedback from 
partner(s) or from a person(s) served. 

 
KGOU measures impact with both quantitative and anecdotal indices. 

AWARDS:  during FY2014, KGOU staff received 34 awards from various organizations for 
the station’s broadcast work, the Oklahoma Tornado Project received nine awards, and 
StateImpact Oklahoma received twelve awards for broadcast and on-line content. KGOU 
students received 15 awards for their work, four on the state level, six on the regional level and 
four on the national level. KGOU, StateImpact Oklahoma and sister station KOSU jointly 
received a national Society of Professional Journalists Sigma Delta Chi Award for breaking news 
coverage of the May 20, 2013 tornados in Oklahoma. 
 BROADCAST AUDIENCE:  During 2014, an average of about 61,000 listeners listen to 
KGOU each week, and over the course of one year, spent about 19.7 million hours listening to 
KGOU. 
 DIGITAL AND SOCIAL AUDIENCE:  

For KGOU: 

 kgou.org: (average of 34,250 visits and 25,900 page views per month)  

 facebook.com/kgounews (3,271 likes) 

 facebook.com/weekendblues (510 likes) 

 facebook.com/radioIndianTimes (2,930 likes) 

 twitter.com/kgounews (2,237 followers) 

 twitter.com/worldviewskgou (171 followers) 
For StateImpact Oklahoma 

 stateimpact.npr.org/oklahoma (average of 18,500 visits and 25,320 page views 
per month) 
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 facebook.com/StateImpactOK (1,369 likes) 

 twitter.com/stateimpactOK (2,244 followers) 
For the now completed Oklahoma Tornado Project 

 tornado.kgou.org (visits each month included in kgou.org) 

 facebook.com/kgoutornadoproject (56 likes) 

 twitter.com/kgoutornado (121 followers) 
 PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS: In fiscal year 2014 the operating income from private 
donations included memberships, cash underwriting, and in-kind underwriting continued to 
increase. For 2014, the private giving total was $1,045,468 and represented 50.7% of the 
Station’s operating and non-operating income. Private giving in 2014 increased $28,510 or 2.8% 
over the previous fiscal year.  

SPECIFIC IMPACT: 

 Robert Henry, President of Oklahoma City University, tweeted, “Thanks 
@kgounews. @kgwartney for the mention of unveiling of the Ralph Ellison 
portrait at the State Capitol today! 

 State Senator David Holt tweeted, “Coverage from @kgounews and @kgwartney 
of our Ralph Ellison portrait. 

 RH wrote, ”I really appreciate your work on this topic (high pressure/high    
volume injection wells). I’ve got a few questions that you’ve helped with – 
and just now, I’m considering just about anyone at the national level to be 
well below your level of understanding, inquiry, coverage and writing.” 

 EA wrote, “I enjoyed your story last week about the western red cedar problem 
in Oklahoma. My grandmother had 160 acres in Chandler when I was 
growing up. She called cedar trees ‘the weeds of the forest,’ and as your 
story covered, my grandmother, every year, did a controlled burn of up to 10 
acres…. Red cedars are known to be thirty trees, and they are helping to keep 
water run-off from entering our lakes.” 

 GI wrote in a letter-to-the-editor of the Norman Transcript, “AS reported by Joe 
Wertz..of StateImpact Oklahoma, Finley Resources, a Texas based oil drilling 
company, has arranged with the city of Norman to buy Norman’s drinking 
water from hydrants to use for fracking their wells….” 

 RL wrote, “AS you continue to report on water and other natural resources in 
south central Oklahoma, keep in mind that there are several youth camps in 
the area that may be negatively impacted by mining operations.”  

 FB wrote, “Thank you. I begin my day everyday by listening to Morning Edition. I 
love Diane Rehm, Radio Lab and Snap Judgment. Thank you for providing a 
voice of moderation and reason in news commentary.” 

 EG wrote, “I am sorry I neglected to say this – KGOU is very important to me.” 

 ZK wrote, “Thank you for keeping me up to date on books, authors, science, 
politics, music, gardening, antiques, and countless other subjects. Long live 
KGOU and NPR!” 

 RC wrote, “I do sincerely appreciate the services public broadcasting provides 
and will always listen or watch public broadcasting programs.” 
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 CP tweeted, “I listen for news, tears, laughs, wit, intellectual stimulation, 
thought-provoking stories to pivot my views. Thank you!” 

 KS tweeted, “#whylisten to NPR? Because even when I don’t want to know 
what’s happening, NPR tells me why I *need* to know.” 

 
 
 

4. Please describe any efforts (e.g. programming, production, engagement activities) you have 
made to investigate and/or meet the needs of minority and other diverse audiences, 
(including but not limited to new immigrants, people for whom English is a second language, 
and illiterate adults during FY13, and any plans you have made to meet the needs of these 
audiences during FY14.  If you regularly broadcast in another language other than English, 
please know the language broadcast. 
 

KGOU is one of the few non-minority owned stations that carries Native American 
programming each week.  The station purchases 3 programs from Native Voice One including 
National Native News.  During 2014 KGOU continued its regular Native American programming:  
a five-minute weekly module featuring issues and events in the various Oklahoma Native 
American communities produced by KGOU staff member Susan Shannon. KGOU is also 
incorporating more Native American news stories into other programs, including Oklahoma 
Voices, Oklahoma In-depths and regular newscasts.   

 
5. Please assess the impact that your CPB funding had on your ability to service your 

community.  What were you able to with your grant that you wouldn’t be able to do if you 
didn’t receive it? 

 
Particularly in these economic times the CPB funding is critical to KGOU's stability in providing 
community service.  The federal funding has provided a basis for the station’s growth by 
enabling the station to focus on the national-local partnership in making the case to potential 
donors.  In addition, the CPB grants offer a measure of stability that ensures the purchase of 
some national programming regardless of what happens with local licensee support that has 
decreased by a small amount or held study in each of the last several years.  
 
In particular for 2014, a special, one-time CPB grant to help with on-going coverage of the 
recovery from the May 2013 tornadoes in central Oklahoma has been very important to us.  
The grant has enabled KGOU to contract with additional reporters and editors, and to plan 
significant community engagement activities that otherwise would not have been possible. The 
series of broadcast and web reports cover a myriad of issues regarding recovery from the 
storms, but also focus on what the citizens and governments learned, and how we all might 
prepare for the next series of storms. KGOU could not have done this on our own; the CPB 
funding made it possible. 
 
 


